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sources which could not be disclosed, and he calmed down
and confessed.
In the course of the interview which lasted an hour Cor-
dova wrote and signed at my request a receipt for the last
payment of the Jenkins ransom. This money, a sack of gold
coin which he brought out to show me, had been paid to him
earlier in the day but by whom I was not informed. The re-
ceipt, however, was desired by the American embassy for the
purpose of reimbursement claims to be made of the Mexican
government at a later time. "While Cordova was writing I
asked him also to pen a statement by which I might prove,
if necessary, that I had talked with him in the heart of the
capital of Mexico, where he had come in defiance of the Car-
ranza army to spend the Christmas holidays and to make
arrangements for his return to the staff of his leader, Palaez,
in the Tampico district. He readily assented and wrote in
Spanish. Following is the translation:
Mexico City, December 29, 1919.
This is to certify that on this date, in this city, I have
talked with Mr. Forrest, representing the American news-
paper, the New York Tribune, for one hour, and that I have
explained to him the existing revolutionary movement in
Mexico, and that I have also told him the true occurrences
in connection with the abduction, which I personally effected,
of the American Consul W. CX Jenkins.
To which I certify for whatever Mr. Forrest may believe
convenient.
FED CORDOVA.
Cordova had earlier left the room to procure paper and
ink. When he reentered he left the door open and as he wrote,
sitting with his back towards the door, the interpreter arose
to close it. This necessitated his stepping behind Cordova